
RUCKINGE MONTHY NEWS 1st NOVEMBER 2022. 
By 91725 Peter New Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Ruckinge. 
 
As we enjoy this Indian summer and prepare to move from autumn into winter I may sound 
like a broken record. In fact I was recently told I often write the same and sadly yes I do 
because the crimes are much the same!! Many of which are preventable and avoidable! 
All the trend crimes of Vehicles, Garages, Sheds, Barns, Stables, any form or Outbuilding and 
External Storage the risks remain the same. We just need to be extra careful and vigilant 
with the earlier darker evenings. 
The thefts of internet shopping deliveries taken from doorsteps are still apparent with the 
risk now increased to rural areas as the vans are now followed. 
 
NUMBER PLATE THEFTS These are carried out whereby they are removed at night from 
parked vehicles and the plates place on vehicles which are mainly to allow a vehicle to 
collect fuel at a garage forecourt and make off without paying and the CCTV pick up the 
registration number stolen from a car. 
They can also be used to avoid congestion charges and Dartford Crossing fees. Just 
occasionally they are fitted onto a vehicle to commit a more serious crime. 
PLEASE ALWAYS REPORT A NUMBER PLATE THEFT IMMEDIATELY. Prevention advice 
follows 

 



 
Although not in Ruckinge you can see from the crime report above that this crime was used 
in Biddenden recently 
 
 
A serious crime trend within the Ashford District in the last 2 weeks 
 
HIGH END TYPE CAR THEFTS BMWs, MERCEDES, AUDIs and RANGE ROVERS TYPES 
 
 
A worrying trend of high value car thefts has hit the Ashford District in recent weeks, 
thankfully not in the Ruckinge area however as I always point out it does not have to 
happen in Ruckinge before we issue crime prevention and helpful guidance. 
 
The car thefts in Ashford were all high end BMWs and Mercs many with keyless ignitions. 
 
This was a very professional organised crime. Cars would be scouted for make, address and 
location. There was nothing “Chance and Opportunist” about this crime the exact cars and 
properties were known, and cars taken in a matter of minutes. 
 
Police investigations are underway but to date it would appear the criminals had devices 
that can intercept key codes from within your properties. 
Advice is now given to ensure that keys are stored safely away from front hallways and front 
door window ledges. 
As always it is a strong message into the community that if persons are seen acting 
suspiciously around vehicles in the early hours of the morning especially trying car doors 
CALL 999 IMMEDIATELY.  
I am hugely frustrated to read on Facebook groups what people have seen but failed to call 
999. 
 
This is crimes in progress pick the phone up and ring 999 there and then 
 
 
 



 

PLEASE SEE BELOW CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE FROM 
KENT POLICE 

 

Ashford residents are being warned to be on their guard following several reports of vehicles 

being stolen from driveways. 

Over the last two weeks, several keyless entry vehicles have reportedly been stolen from 

outside homes and officers are urging people to protect themselves against criminals. 

  

Keyless entry  

Cars with keyless entry unlock automatically when the key comes within a short distance of 

the car. This can be from inside a pocket or bag. If you have to push a button on your car key 

to open your car, you don't have keyless entry. 

Keyless car theft or 'relay theft' is when a device is used to fool the car into thinking the key 

is close by. This unlocks the car and starts the ignition. 

Thieves only need to be within a few metres of your car key to capture the signal, even if it’s 

inside your home. This means that even if your car and home are secure, thieves can still 

unlock, start and steal your car. 

  

How to protect your keyless entry car 

When at home keep your car key (and the spare) well away from the car and any windows 

and doors. 

Put the keys in a screened or signal-blocking box, tin or pouch such as a Faraday Bag so that 

the signal can’t be ‘grabbed’ from the outside and used to open your car – and don’t forget to 

do the same with any spare set. 

Reprogramme your keys if you buy a second-hand car. 

Turn off wireless signals on your fob when it's not being used. 

  

Further advice: 

Consider investing in CCTV and sensors which alert you when someone walks near your 

vehicle or enters the driveway. Use a steering wheel lock. It might seem odd fitting a steering 

wheel lock to a high-tech new car that costs tens of thousands of pounds. However, a steering 

wheel lock could add valuable minutes to the seconds it might take to steal a car using a relay 

attack. Also, a criminal may think twice about stealing a car if they see a steering wheel lock. 

Lock all doors and close the windows whenever you leave the vehicle. Park in a garage, 

secure car park or well-lit area if possible. Consider having windows etched with the vehicle 

registration number or use an invisible ink marker pen to mark these details and your 

postcode on the underside frame of the vehicle. Make a note of the chassis number. Consider 

installing a dash cam that offers round-the-clock protection. These dash cams usually come 

as a set of two – one for the front of your car, and one for the rear. These cameras generally 

offer 180° views, so with two cameras you can capture footage a full 360° around your car. 



Unlike regular dash cams, these models come with fittings that connect directly to your car’s 

battery, so they can continue operating even when the engine isn’t running. However, there’s 

no risk of them depleting your car battery overnight – they’ll automatically deactivate if they 

detect your battery’s running too low. Some models even have built in wi-fi with dedicated 

apps. This way, you can get a live feed of the car’s cameras, even when you’re hundreds of 

miles away. 

 Officers are currently investigating these thefts. Anyone with information should contact 

Kent Police via the Kent Police website. You can also call the independent charity 

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. If you see anyone acting suspiciously around 

your vehicle or property then please do call 999. 

  
OTHER CRIME TRENDS 
It has also come to my attention about HARE COURSING in surrounding areas. Sometimes 
those crimes may be actioned by police officers from Folkestone so I may not be fully in the 
loop. Residents keeping me briefed of events once reported to the police would be a great 
help in the battle about getting information out about CRIME PREVENTION. 
Please report all these incidents to the police. Again volume of calls will help me as it will 
attract a level of response rather than one isolated call! 
 
 
 
USE 999 and quote “OPERATION GALILEO “ for HARE COURSING 
 
 

 



 



I recently reported on a crime in Ruckinge and at the time there were no further details. See 
below 
 

 
 
Thankfully a very vigilant Neighbourhood Watch member and a great supporter of my work 
in Ruckinge was able to ascertain that the incident was at Langdon Farm 
The theft was from a Land Rover which was parked whilst the farmer was engaged 
cultivating his land nearby. A wallet was taken from the front seat and tools from the 
vehicle were also taken. 
This shows that anything left in a vehicle is at risk even if off the beaten track. Even on 
farmland whilst a farmer is working. Always think safe and secure. 
 
The final matter is once again warnings about SCAMS. 
 
It is essential we keep our advice to residents especially our elderly, disabled and vulnerable 
simple and easy to follow. 
 
There is a scam for virtually anything and everything which can come via phones computers, 
laptops, tablets letters and in some cases in person on the doorstep. 
 
If in doubt residents should not even open the door. If anyone becomes aggressive or pushy 
call 999 immediately. You may be lucky but the elderly person down the road may not be so 
lucky. 
 
Great care with phone calls and emails if in doubt do nothing, hang up! Or delete! 
 
Check, Check again and if still in doubt do absolutely nothing. 
You will recall I did warn Ruckinge councillors or indeed our clerk  that they may be 
approached for help and advice especially in other Ruckinge events and forums where 
residents may feel more comfortable asking 
The Energy costs and worries that face us all have been seen as a fantastic “Business 
Opportunity” for criminals 
We must be alert and vigilant with our advice, crime prevention and it must be simple to 
follow 
STAY SAFE SECURE ALERT AND VIGILANT.    Thank you Peter 


