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In this issue I will report to residents that much of my community work this summer 
involved promoting messages and fire safety guidance due to the very hot weather and 
drought conditions raising the fire risk for the area. 
My fire service background gives me considerable experience in this field and constant 
guidance was issued. Although temperatures have returned to more normal levels the fire 
risk remains high and vigilance and care will be needed to ensure fire does not damage the 
countryside and incur losses to farmers. 
The term ‘wildfire’ has been overused by the media however the speed of travel of fires 
during this hot dry spell cannot be overstated. 
 
I also visited nearby Aldington Fire Station where I had a tour of the appliance and then a 
meeting with the crew. I had the opportunity to discuss firefighting tactics which we used in 
the Brigade during the very hot summer of 1976. The drought in 1976 started earlier but the 
temperatures never reached the very high levels of this year. 
 
During the meeting I have agreed to help promote recruitment for on call fire fighters in 
Aldington. It is essential that enough recruits join the service to ensure the appliance is 
manned for the locality and surrounding villages. Operations this year has seen appliances 
deployed a long way from their stations and Aldington is no exception. When I retired from 
the Brigade, I was Head of Operations for the whole of Kent and I had 66 fire stations under 
my command. Sadly, that number has been reduced so ensuring the ones we have are 
crewed is essential 
 

 
ALDINGTON CREW with myself on recent visit. 



Returning  now to Crime and Crime Prevention 
 
The normal crime risks remain the same. Matters to be alert and vigilant for are….. 
 
Properties kept secure, vehicles secure with nothing on show especially last park up at 
night. Garages, sheds, barns, stables, outbuildings, and any form of external storage can be 
targets and indeed have been across Kent. 
 
I anticipate a spike in rural crime and our community prevention and alerting must be at its 
best. 
 
As always, our strategy must be what can we learn from other nearby communities to keep 
Ruckinge residents safe and secure, crime free and free from the fear of being a victim of 
crime also. 
 
Other crime risk areas remain the same. Thefts of fuel both vehicle and domestic heating 
oil. Thefts of number plates to again be used for fuel thefts at pumps. 
 
Internet shopping off doorsteps and the added risk of the delivery vehicles now being 
trailed and followed by criminals mean that even the rural areas may suffer this type of 
crime. In Ashford District a complete van was taken whilst the driver was engaged making a 
delivery to a property. 
 
 
The type of crime that I have warned about constantly to all areas have been the theft of 
tools/equipment from Garages, sheds, barns, outbuildings, and any form of external 
storage. 
Sadly, thieves struck in a number of nearby rural areas recently and you will have seen my 
work in trying to assist operational colleagues and as important to ensure the community is 
warned and alerted to the fact criminals are active in the rural area. 
 
My work also involves support to the victims of crime. 
 
 
The final area of great concern is ‘SCAMS’ and sadly in the Ashford District 2 pensioner 
households were hit by 2 very elaborate scams totalling £10k. 
 
One especially concerning involved the impersonating of Police Officers. 
 
Another area that I am working on as we meet is criminals will look to exploit the fears of 
‘energy costs ‘ especially in the homes of vulnerable people. 
Bogus callers will arrive on doorsteps in pairs well dressed and with badges and lanyards 
and ask to inspect the insulation in lofts to see if the occupier qualifies for fee upgrades in 
insulation. One criminal will enter the loft and call up the resident to answer a few 
questions and it is at that moment that the second criminal who is doing the paperwork on 
the ground floor will strike taking handbags, phones and anything cash wise in the home. 
 



We know that sadly many pensioners worried sick about fuel costs will invite people in 
without a moments thought. I will start to inform the community of systems I will put in 
place to combat this threat to vulnerable persons. 
 

 
 
THIS WAS ONE OF THE SCAMS USED IN ASHFORD 



 

 
 
May I close by thanking council for their continued support which will be essential in the 
battle against crime as we move into the latter third of 2022 and the changing risks as 
autumn and winter approaches 
THANK YOU 
91725 Peter New Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch 


