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This article will concentrate this month on two areas of concern. Routine crime risks and 
Scams 
CRIME TRENDS 
1 The routine crime risks that are with us all the time and mainly carried out by ‘CHANCERS 
AND OPPORTUNISTS’  
2 The ‘SCAMS which are with us 365days x24hrs a day but especially as we head into 
Autumn and the worries of Energy Costs affording criminals the chances to strike at the 
whole population but especially targeting our elderly, vulnerable and disabled in the 
community. 
 

1. The normal crime trend risks remain the same. Matters to be alert and vigilant for 
are…… 

Properties kept secure; vehicles kept secure with nothing on show (especially last park up 
at night). Garages, sheds, barns, stables, outbuildings, and any form of external storage 
can be targets.  
Other crime risk areas remain the same. Thefts of fuel both vehicle and domestic heating 
oil. Thefts of number plates to again be used for fuel thefts at pumps. 
Internet shopping theft off doorsteps and the added risk of the delivery vehicles now being 
trailed and followed by criminals mean that even the rural areas may suffer this type of 
crime. In Ashford District a van was taken whilst the driver was engaged making a delivery 
to a property. 
SHEDS ESPECIALLY ACROSS THE WHOLE ASHFORD DISTRICT HAVE BEEN TARGETED 

 



 
 
2 I am on record as saying there is a scam for anything and everything. 
Scams can come from 3,30,300 or 3000 miles away or indeed standing on your front 
doorstep. 
The Energy Costs concerns of residents will afford criminals another opportunity to strike at 
residents especially those who are vulnerable 
 
With each government announcement to help residents, sadly another opportunity to 
‘scam’ people appears. 
AN EXAMPLE 
I am very concerned that criminals will call at resident’s properties and say they are there to 
assess loft insulation etc. They will say there is no cost to the resident it is a government 
support scheme. 
The criminals will act in pairs, and one will enter the loft area and call up the resident to 
answer a few questions about the loft area. 
The second criminal will be apparently filling out paperwork however when the resident is 
engaged upstairs that is when the second one will strike at wallets, handbags, cash, and 
phones and small like goods. 
This will target our elderly, our pensioners, our disabled, our residents with mental health 
issues, our residents with learning difficulties maybe they cannot read or write. 
 
My fear is that a criminal saying they can help reduce energy costs will be invited in 
immediately as the financial fears of rising costs terrify some people. 
 
The effects when pensioners especially are victims often mean they never ever get their 
confidence back. Another worry is that some are too embarrassed to report they have been 
a victim! 
 
We must ensure absolutely nothing is done in a rush or a hurry. Criminals rely on us acting 
in haste. 
 
I am providing as much information to you as residents and please pass warnings on to 
elderly family members who may not have access to many of the modern communications 
and media outlets. Please be available to help and support them. 
 
OUR POSITION MUST BE DO ABSOLUTLEY NOTHING WITHOUT CHECKING. ADMIT 
NOBODY INTO YOUR HOMES. 
In the following annex are several of the ‘scams’ that concern me and at the time I am 
writing this report are happening across Ashford and East Kent 
 
Peter 
 
Peter New 
Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 

 
 
THIS WAS ONE OF THE SCAMS USED IN ASHFORD 
 



 
 
 

 
May I close by thanking council for their continued support which will be essential in the 
battle against crime as we move into the latter third of 2022 and the changing risks as 
autumn and winter approaches 
THANK YOU 
91725 Police Volunteer Peter New & Community Neighbourhood Watch 


