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I am pleased to write the August article and strangely enough much of my past life in the 
Fire Service features later this article. 
 
It would be a total waste to keep you crime free and then your property and possessions are 
destroyed by fire. So that will feature in my advice in this article. 
 
CRIME TRENDS 
These remain much the same however there are a few worrying spikes. Across the District 
cooking oil thefts have taken on an industrial scale.  Public Houses in Aldington, Mersham 
and Kennington have been hit. However, 2 separate arrests have been made and all the 
suspects arrested came from London so there is a warning there. 
 
We must work harder to stop PREVENTABLE AND AVOIDABLE CRIMES especially if we 
venture away from Ruckinge! 
 
KEEP PROPERTY SECURE even if popping out. VEHICLES especially VANS carrying goods and 
tools please park as secure as possible. Leave absolutely nothing on show inside a CAR when 
parking especially last park up for the night, especially away from Ruckinge. 
 
GARAGES, SHEDS, BARNS, ALLOTMENT SHEDS, STABLES, OUTBUILDINGS, SPORTS 
PAVILLIONS, CLUBHOUSES, AND ANY FORM OF EXTERNAL STORAGE. These are the risk 
areas. 
SCAMS There is a scam for anything and everything. Take your time do nothing in a rush. 
Check and check again if in doubt DO NOTHING. 
 
The next trend of concern is THEFT OF DOMESTIC HEATING OIL from Domestic Tanks. 
This once again is in rural communities, and we must be alert in Ruckinge and learn from 
those crimes in other areas. Please be alert and vigilant. 
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PLEASE BE ALERT AND VIGILANT FOR THIS CRIME TREND THAT HAS HIT SOME OTHER 
RURAL AREAS 
 
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR and CRIMINAL DAMAGE Always report please do not suffer in 
silence 
There was a dreadful incident in nearby SMEETH recently where about 20 vehicles were 
damaged by mindless individuals who just ran amok causing criminal damage. 
 
NOW TO NON CRIME, BUT IMPORTANT SAFETY MATTERS FOR RUCKINGE 
Many of you know my background in the fire service. It is why I am so strong on prevention. 
When I retired, I was Head of Operations for the whole of Kent with 66 Fire Stations and I 
held the rank of Assistant Chief Officer. In 1976 I served on fire stations in the North of Kent 



and we were run ragged by the fires in those drought conditions. The drought is starting to 
reach the same time period in length but the temperatures are much higher this time. 
WE NEED TO BE ALERT AND VIGILANT. It is with sadness that I remind communities that the 
last firefighter to die fighting fires in this local district died fighting a cornfield fire in High 
Halden! In the 1990s 
 
Fires in these dry conditions and temperatures will cause terrible damage and suffering to 
wildlife. At the peak of these types of fires you cannot outrun them, they can jump roads 
and destroy everything in their path in the time it is taking me typing this warning. 
 
WHAT CAN WE DO 
Firstly, if you see even the smallest of fires call 999 immediately. If by chance it can be put 
out without personal risk, then fine. 
Speaking bluntly for the avoidance of doubt to the community. THE FIRE SERVICE WILL 
RESPOND EACH AND EVERYTIME you will not just be given a number THERE WILL BE A 
RESONSE. No matter how far appliances must come they will come!! 
 
A few tips from my colleagues and my past life in the fire brigade. 
 
FIRSTLY FIRES IN THESE CONDITIONS pose a series of problems and operational tactical 
situations 
 

1. EXACT LOCATION if calls are made by strangers 
2. ACCESS for fire appliances 
3. Fire appliances from other than nearby stations due to numbers of fires being 

attended. 
4. WATER SUPPLIES may need to be ferried in by Water Tanker or by other Fire 

Appliances. 
5. WIND and CHANGES of DIRECTION 
6. HEAT CONDITIONS FOR PERSONNEL. Yes, this is firefighting in the open air but the 

protective fire kit in these temperatures make it very challenging. 
 
 
In my work with rural communities, I always bow to the greater knowledge of locals 
and their rural knowledge. Their knowledge of farming and rural communities and 
the way of country life. 
 
In this field I am the expert. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
I cannot stress enough the care that must be taken if you have Barbecues or Bonfires. 
In fact, why would you consider a bonfire in these tinder dry conditions.? 
 
Recently in Ruckinge crops of a local farmer were damaged during a crime and the loss of a 
small area of crops resulted in financial loss to that farmer. The cost of acres and acres of 
standing corn and wheat damaged by fire, spreading into farm buildings and farmhouses 
does not bare contemplation by you but I have seen it! 
You will have even seen on national television pictures of fire fighting in Kent recently. 
Strangely enough on my old fire station’s fireground at Dartford. 



You will have seen in Wennington near Dartford how fires spread quickly from fields and 
undergrowth into terraced houses gutting many and destroying everything in its path 
including cars 
 
These temperatures linked to a dry spell leave us watching footage of the type we see in 
other countries and the term ‘wildfire’ is used. 
I would not use that expression however I think you would have picked up on my concerns 
about this subject and the efforts we need to make to try and prevent anything like what I 
have described from happening. 
I recently attended several fire stations, and I was at nearby Aldington in recent days 
helping to promote local recruitment in the area and discussing operational tactics which I 
used in 1976 (picture below at Aldington Fire Station 26th July) 
 
Back to NHW in Ruckinge which membership is bigger in August than it was in July following 
my meeting with residents in the church for the coffee morning 
This is where I need you. If you are in my NHW then fine stay safe and secure on the 
messages sent out to you by email  
If you are not a member, please don’t say you will contact me later it. Drop me an email on 
peternew1@aol.com and you are in!! 
All free, just read and stay safe. You also could send any information or concerns about 
crimes to me. We need to report everything. 
I NEED YOU ALL TO JOIN IF YOU ARE NOT IN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH. Together we can 
keep Ruckinge crime free and a wonderful place to live and work, and during these next 
weeks hopefully free from suffering fires that could and can be avoided. 
Thank you 
Peter 
peternew1@aol.com 
Peter New ( Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch) 
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