
 

Parish Council 

Minutes of a meeting of Ruckinge Parish Council held on Thursday 10th February 2022 

commencing at 7.30pm in Ruckinge Village Hall. 

Present: S Hewison (Chairman), D Archer, A Beaney, T Cliffe-Harrison M Pepper and P 

Sillibourne. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

Also present: P New (Neighbourhood Watch) L Harman (Ashford Borough Council ward 

member) C Bingham (Ruckinge Village Hall) 

1 Member of the public. 

66. Apologies for absence: 

Cllr D Robey (Kent County Council) 

 

67. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

68. Ruckinge Village Hall: 

The Village Hall Committee Treasurer was welcomed to the meeting and asked to give an 

overview on the Village Hall in terms of bookings and any outstanding issues that needed to 

be dealt with.  

 

The floor, lighting and heating have all been repaired and the next stage will be to redecorate 

the hall once it has dried out now the roof leaks have been dealt with, members of the Parish 

Council volunteered to help with the painting. Ultimately t would be nice to replace the curtains 

with shutters and redecorate the kitchen. 

 

The principal user for the hall is the table tennis club with few other bookings. It was observed 

that there is a perceived lack of promotion, it was suggested that an advert be placed on the 

Parish Council Facebook page and an advert in the Village Magazine. 

  

69. Neighbourhood Watch: 

See attached. 

 

70. Kent County Councillor’s Report: 

Submitted by email: 

• We have managed to achieve a balanced draft budget for 2022 – 23 and a draft 2022 

– 2025 Medium Term Financial Plan, which will need to be approved by the Full 



Council, on 10th February. This scheduled to be an eight-hour meeting and things are 

going to be very tight next year. 

• The Government has asked Local Authorities, at all levels, to come up with ideas for 

how more powers could be devolved from Whitehall and given to groupings of Local 

Authorities, to enable better delivery of various services, within ‘sensible geographical 

areas’. The budgets would go with the powers, this is called a ‘County Deal’ and KCC 

is working with Kent District Councils and Medway to try and flesh out what this might 

mean for Kent. This is tied up with the ‘Levelling-Up’ agenda, and we are studying what 

this means, now that the White Paper has been published this week. 

• KCC is also in the process of producing a new Strategic Plan. The last plan was 

produced in March 2020, but could not be implemented, as COVID became the main 

priority, and an interim plan was produced in December 2020. However, as we move 

out of COVID and back to normal, a new Strategic Pan is required, and the intention 

is to have this in place by mid – 2022. It is obviously connected with the ‘County Deal’ 

work referred to above. 

• The online booking system for Kent Household Waste Recycling Centres will become 

permanent and will soon include the ability to make same day bookings, which has 

been trialled in two of the centres and will now be rolled out to the rest. This is in 

response to the Public Consultation, in which same day booking was the biggest 

improvement that people wanted, by a huge margin. Overall, the new system has 

resulted in a service that is better for residents, more cost effective for KCC, better for 

road safety, since queueing is eliminated, better for KCC staff, who have more time to 

help residents, as well as increasing the amount of material that is being recycled. 

• The latest round of the Early Help Grant has resulted in £54k being allocated to a 

number of organisations across the Borough. Following final checks, letters will go out 

to the successful applicants on 14th February. 

• KCC has done some work on the drains on Bromley Green Road, although the 

strategic solution for almost all the issues seems to lie with Southern Water.   

 

71. Ashford Borough Councillor’ Report: 

Councillor Harman has submitted a question to Highways regarding the camber of the road in 

Bromley Green as a lot of the surface water appears to miss the drains and run into the 

gardens of the properties next to the road. Southern Water have put their works on hold at the 

present time as the water table is too high. 

 

72. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th December 2021 were submitted, agreed 

as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

73. Public Participation: 

There were no public submissions. 

 

74. Parish Councillor Vacancy: 

No applications have been received to date, the advertisement will remain on the noticeboards 

for a further month. 

 

75. Planning: 

22/00076/AS & 22/00077/AS Horton Green, Ash Hill, Ruckinge – Proposed installation of 

a 10kw ground mounted photovoltaic solar array. 

 



Resolved: The Parish Council supports the application. 

 

76. Finance: 

Resolved: to confirm the following payments: 

Clerk’ Salary December £398.92 

Clerk’s expenses December £22.50 

HMRC £127.60 

C D Tearle £75.00 

PKF Littlejohn £48.00 

Clerk’s Salary January £322.17 

HMRC £93.60 

 

77. Parish Council Website: 

Progress is well underway with the new site, the domain already transferred to the new host, 

and it is intended that the new site will be operational prior to the next meeting of the Parish 

Council. 

 

78. Business Plan: 

The finalised business plan was circulated to members prior to the meeting, this will be added 

to the website. 

 

79. Southern Water – Drainage issues: 

Bromley Green Road issues were covered by the Borough Councillor in her report. Issues 

have been raised with some of the ditches in Marsh Road, English Rural have been contacted 

about the ditch in front of their properties and they have confirmed that their contractor will 

attend. 

  

80. Bromley Green Hall: 

Cllr Pepper advised that the roof on the hall has now been repaired. Plans are being made for 

an event to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and a request was made to enable 

the use of Carter’s Field which was unanimously agreed. As this is a village event the council 

agreed to consider making funds available for this, to be determined at the next meeting of 

the Parish Council. 

 

The Car Park was discussed but the contractor Cllr Beaney has spoken to has raised concerns 

about the removal/disposal of the road planeings. Further enquiries will be made before 

deciding a way forward. 

 

81. Queen’s Green Canopy: 

To thank Her Majesty for her service and celebrate Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee, Ashford 

Borough Council is aiming to plant one tree representing each resident who will be living in 

the borough in 2022. This will almost be 135,500 trees planted over the next three years. This 

is also a fantastic opportunity to increase opportunities to sequester carbon in the longer term 

and beyond. This is the Parish Council’s chance to support the Borough Council as a green 

pioneer, increase biodiversity and enhance the local environment, improve the health and 

wellbeing of residents and enjoyment of local areas. 

 

In order to support this exciting project, the Borough Council are inviting Parish Councils to 

apply for trees and hedging plants to plant within their own parish areas. Each Parish Council 

can apply for as many trees or hedging plants that the proposed site can accommodate, the 

Borough Council do require that the Parish Council either own the land that they will be 



planting or have the legal landowner’s permission in writing. Applications can be made for 

more than one site, however each site must have a separate application. 

 

As part of the application process the Borough Council need an overview of the proposal, 

where the trees are to be planted, what the applicant is hoping to achieve and how the area 

will be prepared for planting and the future maintenance of the trees to ensure that the project 

is sustainable and aligned to the Borough Council’s green pioneer objectives. So whether the 

plan is to make a small woodland for local interest, provide shading for a popular seating area 

or want to plant a hedgerow to improve a site’s biodiversity, this is the opportunity to enhance 

the local environment, they enhance biodiversity, they strengthen communities and have been 

shown to benefit local economies, by planting the right trees in the right places for the right 

reasons, it is possible to achieve so much more than just sequestering carbon. 

 

All trees and hedging will be native species sourced through the UK and Ireland Sourced and 

Grown (UKISG) Assurance Scheme which is consistent with maintaining very high standards 

of biosecurity and biodiversity. All plants will vary in size depending on species but will be 

approximately 60 – 80cm. Trees will be delivered to successful Parish Councils by Aspire 

Landscape Management for planting in December 2022. 

 

Resolved: as the Parish Council own minimal land and the complex nature of the 

application process it was decided not to proceed. 

  

82. Items for future meetings / exchange of information: 

Cllr Sillibourne raised the issue of blocked footpaths that had been reported years ago that 

were still awaiting allocation to the team. The Parish Clerk to follow this up. 

 

The Parish Council briefly discussed the external lighting on the dental practice on Bromley 

Green Road which has attracted attention on Facebook. There are no actions that the Parish 

Council can take in this respect. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

  



REPORT TO RUCKINGE PARISH COUNCIL 10th FEBRUARY  2022 
By Peter New 91725 Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Team. 
 
I am continuing to get the message into the Ruckinge Community that….. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Which is free to join can 

▪ Reduce crime and the opportunities for crime 

▪ Help and reassure those who live in fear of crime  
▪ Encourage neighbourliness and closer communities  

▪ Help improve the local environment 
 

In setting the NHW/Crime Prevention agenda for 2022 I will seek to 

Keep the Community briefed and alert to the crimes that have the potential to strike in the area. 
You will also hear me refer to PREVENTABLE CRIMES and AVOIDABLE CRIMES 

The best example of the above would be items left inside vehicles when you park and leave them 
especially at night. That crime is preventable, avoidable by just taking those few seconds when you 

park to look inside and ensure nothing is left on show, ideally totally removed. 
 

THE KEY AREAS 

All main properties secure at all times 
Vehicles secure with nothing left on show. Vans with tools inside overnight are at extra risk. 

Sheds, garages, barns, stables, outbuildings, and any form of external storage keep as secure as 
possible. 

Domestic heating oil storage tanks 

Care with internet shop thefts from items left on doorsteps 
Naturally there is the need to track the trend crimes of say dog thefts and catalytic converter thefts. 

 
The important other crime is SCAMS which is a 365 x 24 x 7 crime. Getting better and better all the 

time and covering any subject you can think of. 
 

Remember SCAMS can come from 3, 30, 300 and even 3000 miles away. There is also the need to be 

alert to scams on the doorstep and BOGUS CALLERS/DISTRACTION BURGLARIES 
2 incidents to illustrate the above from nearby.  
 



 
 
There have been cases across the wider District of Bogus callers and Rogue Traders. Never 
agree to any unsolicited work on your doorstep. ADVICE TO RESIDENTS when in doubt do 
not even open your door. 



 
 
 
A distraction burglary is where one criminal will come to the front door to engage a resident 
in conversations whilst a second will try to slip in the rear backdoor and just grab anything 
to hand like a purse, handbag, or phone etc in a matter of seconds. 
 



You will hear and see me report “Clouds on the horizon” 
This is where it may not be in RUCKINGE however it is nearby and shows a clear indication 
that criminals are active in the area and or there may be a trend to be alert to. 
 
 
It is essential that ALL CRIMES, ATTEMPTED CRIMES/FAILED CRIMES, ANTI SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR and CRIMINAL DAMAGE ARE REPORTED. 
 
So many crimes are not reported. So many times, social media platforms like FACEBOOK 
have reports and comments about crimes but the police have not been informed. 
 
THE POLICE 
Do not hesitate to call the police on 999 if a crime is in progress or about to be committed. 
Call 101 to report non urgent crime or to give the police information and intelligence.  
Use CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555 111 to give information to the police via this network. 
Sometimes criminals are known in communities, but people are nervous and frightened 
about naming them to the police. Crimestoppers allows you to give information and even 
names of persons completely anonymously and confidentially. 
 
IT IS ESSENTIAL IN RURAL AREAS THERE IS NO HESTITATION TO MAKING A 999 CALL WITH 
TRAVEL RESPONSE TIMES. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
I have met with my ex colleagues in the Fire Service and if I identify persons in the 
community who are vulnerable or require smoke detectors/fire safety advice I can call in the 
fire service who will fit smoke detectors free. 
 
This work meets our visions and goals of a safer community 
 
 
 



STOP PRESS ISSUES 
 
There has been an alarming spike in car theft crime across East Kent but especially Ashford 
District. 
Thankfully once again not in Ruckinge but under my “clouds on the horizon” approach I will 
warn the community. 
EXAMPLE BELOW 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Types of advice and campaigns I will be running 
 



 

 
 
I am looking forward greatly to the launch of the Council’s new web site, it will be another 
essential communication tool for the community 
My reports hopefully show direction of travel of our work and hopefully will be more 
towards informing you and a light read rather than requiring your intervention or direct 
action. 
To reach the community I will communicate via…… 
Facebook 
Email to registered NHW Members ( phone in exceptional circumstances) 
Newsletters 
Ruckinge Parish Council Web page. 
 
Importantly face to face at as many functions as I can get to. I look forward to some coffee 
morning type of the events and other village events. 
 
May I close my report by thanking you as councillors for the way in which you have 
welcomed me to your previous meetings and the positive support and commitment you 
have made to this work. 
I am looking forward to working with you and supporting you and the community in 2022 
and onwards. To help keep your community safe and to help you as a council deliver your 
visions and goals. 
 
Thank you all very much, I really do appreciate all your support and the work you do. 
 
Peter 
 
Peter New (peternew1@aol.com) 
Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Team 



 


