
RUCKINGE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH JUNE 2022 
 
 

I hope the June edition of this article finds everyone well and looking forward to the warmer 
weather and the sunshine of summer. 
I was please to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and reflect on progress over 
the last year, which has flown by for us all, I am sure. 
 
I was also very keen to have a Q and A session with councillors. Their support to date has 
been first class but there is always a need for a frank check on progress and ensure I am 
meeting their needs also. 
 
I was able to set out how NHW works in the Ruckinge area. 
I have been able to enrol more residents into NHW 
I have been able to make new partnerships 
 
Importantly I was able to talk through basic crime prevention and the trends of crimes that 
may occur across the district and hopefully warn residents before they strike in the 
Ruckinge community. 
 
I will sound like a broken record, but the warnings will be constantly the same, we ignore 
them at our peril. 
 
Keeping property secure. Vehicle security. Garages, sheds, barns, stables, village halls, 
clubhouses/pavilions, outbuildings and any form of external storage must be secure as 
this is where ‘chancers and opportunists’ will strike. 
 
Trend Crimes 
Catalytic converter thefts. Theft of fuel from parked vehicles and vehicles on farms. 
Heating oil thefts. Theft of internet shopping deliveries as vans are now sometimes 
followed even into rural areas. I have also been concerned with rural crimes like sheep 
worrying/dog attacks 
 
I am hugely concerned about rural ‘Fly Tipping’ in the Ruckinge area. Tar Pot Lane has been 
a victim several times recently. Please ensure you report each and every time if you see 
these matters occurring.  
 
I think we also must acknowledge that some crimes will be more apparent as difficult 
financial times develop. 
A recent concern of the sudden rising spike in Car Number Plate thefts. On the face of it a 
more inconvenient crime than wallet busting, however if the plates are used on vehicles for 
other crimes, then it is a different matter. 
 
Criminals may just put the plates on a vehicle for filling up at a garage and drive off without 
paying or use through Dartford Tunnel /London congestion charge which bring the innocent 
owners difficult correspondence/visits 
 



 
At the Annual meeting I stressed the need for great care and vigilance as there is a SCAM for 
anything and everything. We must urge people to do nothing in a rush, check, check again 
and if in doubt do absolutely nothing. Importantly I try to explore ways of helping keep 
pensioners and our elderly and vulnerable residents safe. 
 
As previously reported, I am able to get messages into the Ruckinge community via 
Facebook and to those residents who have joined my NHW Group via email however every 
other method must be explored to ensure those residents who are not online and do not 
have mobile phones and the only communication is via a land line phone are not left 
behind. 
That will include Parish Council newsletters and magazine articles. 
 
The final consistent message must be to report all crimes and attempted/failed crimes so 
we can build a picture to help shape our crime prevention, proactive patrols and operational 
responses. 
 
As I did at the Annual Meeting may I place on record my very sincere thanks to you all for 
your support with Neighbourhood Watch and indeed for me personally which I never take 
for granted. 
I look forward to working with you for the remainder of 2022 and into the mid 2020s which 
will be upon us in a flash. 
 
Working together we can keep Ruckinge Crime Free but equally as important we can keep 
residents free from the fear of being a victim of crime 
 
Peter 
Peter New 
91725 Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Team 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
ALWAYS REPORT NUMBER PLATE THEFTS TO THE POLICE 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

PLEASE REPORT ALL INCIDENTS OF FLY TIPPING IMMEDIATELY 


