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As we progress through Spring, we need to focus on the types of crimes we face and how 
communities can stay free from crime and importantly how residents can be free from the 
fear of being a victim of crime. 
We also need to be bold and say that many crimes are PREVENTABLE and AVOIDABLE if we 
just take those few extra moments to be sure we are safe and secure. If we follow both 
those points by being Alert and Vigilant also then we have a good chance of being crime 
free. 
 
These are the areas below where we can be vulnerable to as we go forward and where 
criminals will look to strike. 
 
Ensure you keep main properties as secure as possible with more doors and windows open 
as the warmer weather comes. Even if just popping out for short periods. 
 
VEHICLES especially vans with goods, equipment and tools left in them overnight. Cars also 
please leave absolutely nothing whatsoever on show when parking up especially at night. 
GARAGES, SHEDS, BARNS, STABLES, SPORTS PAVILLIONS, VILLAGE HALLS, CLUBHOUSES, 
OUTBUILDINGS and ANY FORM OF EXTERNAL STORAGE, will be targets. 
 
Beware of SCAMS whether from 3, 30, 300 or 3000 miles away. By any phone, email, letter 
and even face to face on the doorsteps. 
Criminals will see just about anything as a potential scam. Barely had the winds died down 
from storm Eunice when rogue traders and scammers were at work in the community. 
As always, the targeted people are our elderly, disabled and vulnerable in our communities. 
 
All of us have been horrified, shocked and deeply sadden by the terrible events in the 
Ukraine. Again, evil scammers have seen this as yet another ‘business opportunity’ and as 
our best intentions are to send aid and monies quickly, please take the time to ensure that 
you are dealing with a legitimate charity and or collection points for goods and donations. 
There are so many good avenues and organisation please just proceed with them. 
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On all potential scams do absolutely nothing in a rush, that is what scammers rely on. Take 
your time! Check! Check again! and if in any doubt do nothing at all. 
It is vital that those with elderly relatives and friends are available to help and advise them 
when matters arise. 
 
Other trend crimes to avoid are: 
Theft of internet deliveries off doorsteps, criminals now follow the delivery vans. 
Be alert to the risk of dog thefts, always carry your mobile phone with you. The days of tying 
a dog up outside of a shop for a few moments are long gone. 
I am sure catalytic converter thefts will recommence shortly so again try to park securely. 
We need to face facts that as we enter a recession with downward pressures on everyone’s 
finances thieves will become more desperate especially those stealing to feed the drug 
habit which drives so much of the petty crimes in communities. 
Thefts of Heating Oil fuel from domestic tanks and even fuel syphoning from vehicles could 
increase as prices rise and shortages emerge. 
In our more rural areas Fly Tipping has increased so please report every incident. 
Also, again in rural areas sheep worrying and sadly attacks on sheep have occurred it is 
important to ensure we all follow the country code especially when out with our dogs. 
 
If you would like to join Neighbourhood Watch Ruckinge which is totally free, then contact 
me on the email shown. 
 
The email allows a very targeted message to be sent direct to your home when crimes 
appear nearby, or trends emerge. It is a simple a case of read and stay safe and secure from 
lessons learnt and advice given. I try not to bombard you if I write then it is near you! 
Each home is a piece of a crime and safety jigsaw for communities. 
The police are not clairvoyant they must be called and told. 
Please report all crimes and importantly attempted crimes. That information can help shape 
operational responses, proactive patrols and just as vital good solid crime prevention advice 
and the shaping of future campaigns. 
Stay safe, secure, alert, and vigilant. 
I am so very grateful to each and everyone of you for your support and backing 
Thank you 
Peter 
Peter New. peternew1@aol.com 
91725 Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Team 

 
 


