
RUCKINGE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
A continuation of the warning on “SCAMS” just requires me to say that we are all deeply 
worried and concerned with events in Ukraine but please remember criminals will see this 
as yet another “business opportunity” and will prey on our kindness and wanting to help 
without any thought of those poor people and their dreadful suffering. 
Just take your time and ensure donations and aid are going to genuine organisations. 
 
As fuel prices soar and the costs of heating oil rises, we must be careful and alert to those 
types of thefts. 
Already across the District thefts of fuel has occurred. 
 
In times of recession the types of criminal activity will increase around the following 
Thefts from vehicles, especially vans carrying goods and tools, or items left on show in cars. 
Thefts from garages, sheds, barns, stables, village, halls, sports pavilions, clubhouse, 
outbuildings, and any form of external storage. 
 
Please take those extra few moments to ensure your vehicles and property is as secure as 
possible. 
 
A crime trend that spiked across Ashford District in the last week was thefts of expensive 
Pot Plant/Trees from outside of residential properties. A very active police investigation is 
underway. It may well be the thieves will now turn to the more rural areas to now commit 
further crimes. The vehicle of interest is pictured below from CCTV and depicts the thefts in 
progress at one property. 
Once again it is an example of the sudden type of crime that unexpectedly occurs and rural 
communities like Ruckinge may not suffer this type of crime, but we are at risk if we become 
complacent. CAR: Citroen REG CE06ZZA (False Plates). 
 

 



The matter of fly tipping as always is a concern in rural areas and Ruckinge has suffered this 
crime. Please ensure that all instances of tipping you see are reported immediately. 
Numbers of calls make is helpful to get action so please everyone make the call when you 
locate these events. 
 
 

 
 
Another crime that is of concern to rural areas is ‘The worrying of livestock’ and ‘The attacks 
on livestock by dogs’. Please see details of a recent case in nearby KENARDINGTON. 
 

 



 

 
 
It would be so easy to write that these incidents occur when city dwelling people who do 
not understand the country ways come to the country and allow these incidents to occur. 
Yes, it is important to educate and warn visitors of how to behave in the country when 
visiting with dogs.  However, I must say in recent weeks the ‘visitors’ are a lot closer to 
home and very sadly are sometimes local folk who should know better and set the example 
of how to behave in the country. 
Please ensure all matters like this are reported 
 

 



OTHER MATTERS 

I am sure you are aware that across the district, hopefully yet to strike in your parish, 
there is the problem of Catapults. Property damaged, and attacks on innocent 
animals, birds, wildlife, and livestock causing suffering and distress. 

I am running a government petition to seek a change in the law. 

 

From: "Petitions: UK Government and Parliament" <no-reply@petition.parliament.uk> 
Date: 21 March 2022 at 09:13:16 GMT 
To: peternew1@aol.com 
Subject: We published your petition “Change the law so that possession of a catapult in public becomes 
an offence” 

 

  

Dear Peter New, 

We published the petition you created – “Change the law so that possession of a catapult in 

public becomes an offence” 

Click this link to see your petition and start sharing it: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/611526 

Thanks, 

The Petitions team 

UK Government and Parliament 

  

 
 
As always residents of RUCKINGE, stay safe, secure, alert and vigilant 
 
Please report all crimes and attempted crimes. That helps colleagues plan operational 
responses, proactive patrols, and just as important crime prevention advice to combat 
criminal activity and changing crime trends. 
 
I am very grateful to the Parish Council for their continued backing and support and a very 
special thank you to you the residents in the area 
 
Stay safe 
 
Peter 
 
91725 Peter New Police Volunteer 7 Community neighbourhood Watch Team 
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