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Each month there with be articles to warn about crime and recent crime trends to help keep 
the village and outlying properties crime free and free from the fear of being a victim of 
crime. This month I will set out the key risk areas and importantly stressing the need to 
report all crime, attempted crimes, anti-social behaviour, and criminal damage. 
 
Why is it important to report all the above? 
To ensure we are completely aware of the crimes that have been committed and the crime 
that maybe we may face in the future therefore it is essential all crime is reported. 
Far too many times when small amounts of property or less expensive items are stolen the 
crime is not reported. That is especially the case if there is going to be no insurance claim 
made thereby a police crime number is not needed so no report is made. 
That gives us a completely false impression about crime in an area. 
Very often a shed, for example, could be broken into and then sadly it emerges that there 
were 6 other sheds in the preceding weeks that had been not reported. Sadly the 7th was 
the one where really valuable items were taken. Maybe just maybe we could have alerted 
the community that criminals were active in the area and sheds had been targeted. 
 
Reporting Crime (online and by phone) 
Kent Police - https://www.kent.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/ 
In rural areas any doubts at all call 999 as travel response distances are longer. 
101 or online for non-urgent matters or to give information 
 
Alternatively 
 
Crimestoppers – 0800 555111 
Crimestoppers can be used if you are nervous or frightened about speaking to the police directly. 
This service is anonymous and completely confidential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kent.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/


This poster above also contains a useful set of contacts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

CRIME TRENDS FOR JANUARY 2022 
There is a risk I can sound like a broken record. Sadly, that comes from crime reports 
information and intelligence from across the district and then studying crime trends 
 
Main properties at the moment have been relatively crime free with just the odd burglary 
occurring across the district but none locally. However, keep main properties secure at all 
times and remain alert and vigilant. Just take those few extra moments to remain secure, 
even if just “popping out” 
 
The above however puts the following areas at extra risk as criminals look to other areas to 
strike. 
 

• VEHICLES especially CARS and VANS 

• GARAGES 

• SHEDS 

• BARNS 

• STABLES 

• OUTBUILDINGS 

• ANY FORM OF EXTERNAL STORAGE, especially sports grounds storage/equipment 
sheds. 

• DOG THEFTS 

• THEFT OF HEATING OIL FROM DOMESTIC EXTERNAL STORAGE TANKS 

• INTERNET SHOPPING PARCELS STOLEN FROM DOORSTEPS; this risk reduces normally 
in rural settings however criminals now follow the delivery vans so care must be 
taken. 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT 
During dark winter nights the above are more vulnerable. Anything left in cars when parked, 
tools/equipment in vans etc make the vehicle vulnerable and at risk. 
 
Cars left in car parks in towns or at railway stations are often targets. Cars parked in rural 
settings when people go out walking in countryside parks or woodlands. Just think and leave 
the vehicle secure and with nothing on show. 
 
Please consider what is left in sheds especially if those premises are difficult to secure. 
Consider the value of items stored, expensive bikes, golf clubs and fishing tackle are prime 
targets. 
 
Barns and Stables with expensive equipment and horse tack are vulnerable. I am linked in 
with numerous community sites including the “Horse World folk” to try and alert 
communities if criminals are active in these types of area targeting the very expensive 
specialist equipment. 
 
Again, I cannot stress enough information, intelligence and crime reports lead to the best 
possible crime prevention advice being issued. 



 
Remember when COVID regulations/guidance requires more people to work from home the 
above identified risks are enhanced especially during hours of darkness. 
REMEMBER WE MAY NEVER BE ABLE TO QUANTIFY WHAT WE PREVENT and indeed WHAT 
WE HAVE PREVENTED 
 
This concludes the first bulletin for Ruckinge new Parish Council website. I hope you find the 
“tips and advice” helpful. Please play a full part in the Community Neighbourhood Watch for 
Ruckinge. 
 
As always if you haven’t registered with me for email alerts, which are targeted and specific 
for your road or area. 
 
“THE MORE WE ARE THE STRONGER WE ARE” 
 
Can I thank firstly the Parish Council for being so positive and supportive with this work and 
then secondly thank the residents who I have met to date and once again I have found the 
support uplifting. 
 
“CRIME CANNOT FLORISH IN A COMMUNITY THAT CARES” 
Thank you for all your support. Stay safe, secure, alert, and vigilant. 
 
Peter 
 
Peter New 
91725 Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch Team 
07786437422 and peternew1@aol.com. 
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