
RUCKINGE  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
A very distressing and upsetting crime for victims are Bogus callers and Distraction 
burglaries. These criminals will seek out and target our elderly, disabled and vulnerable 
members in the community. 
They will use any reason to make unwanted calls at properties often looking to obtain 
unsolicited work and then charge inflated prices. 
A very recent example of this was “Storm Eunice” where before the winds had eased we 
were required to issue alerts and warnings of Rogue Traders looking to exploit damage to 
people’s property along with the fears and worries people had at the time. 
 
These callers will 
Look to trick their way into your home to steal valuables and money. 
 
Sell you services or items you do not need or want including carrying out unsolicited work. 
 
Look to carry out unnecessary work or repairs to your home and vastly overcharge. 
 
Simple precautions 
 
If in doubt DO NOT EVEN OPEN THE DOOR 
 
Lock back door and close windows before you answer the door. 
 
Use spy hole and door chain if fitted 
 
Look for ID 
 
Never leave the door open and return inside 
 
Never agree to work on the doorstep 
 
Never hand over cash on demand it alerts criminals you may hold sums of money at home 
 
Never ever accept the offer to be driven to withdraw sums of money from a bank. 
 
Beware of a female visitor asking for a child to use the toilet urgently. An occupier takes the 
child to the loo and the adult just has 60 or so seconds to grab a handbag or purse. 
Sadly, this incident catches many old age pensioners who lived the majority of their lives in 
far more trusting times. 
It is not just the financial loss, in my experience on these matters dealing with victims,it is 
the crushing loss of confidence they suffer and some never get over it. 
THE ADVICE REMAINS SIMPLE ……WHEN IN DOUBT DO NOT EVEN OPEN THE DOOR  
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